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It ART OF WRITING AN EFFECTIVE JOURNAL ABSTRACT
Tetiana Maslova (Kyiv, Ukraine)

journal abstract is the most important part of a research paper, which
the major issues covered in the article, concisely describes its content
“and reviews its material in condensed form. Although being quite short
10 250 words or 15 sentences), it includes all the main points of the
«nl is most widely read. It helps the potential audience to decide whether
i@ whole article or not, and serves as a reference after the paper has been
4. il is important to know how to write an abstract which provides as
urmation as possible within a limited number of words, prepares the
fur dealing with a full text by giving a clear idea of what to expect, and is
to read.
st of all, abstracts must present material in the same order as the body of
In most cases the essential parts of an abstract are the background (Why
emrch important?), the objectives (What problem(s) is the author trying to
he methods (How did the author go about solving or making progress on
pin(s)?), the resuits (What are the main findings of the research?), and the
lions (What conclusions are arrived at?). Each part of the abstract is
y one or two sentences long, but there is always enough room for creativity.
wilnr, the parts may be merged or spread among a set of sentences, since the
jale sections of the paper may contribute more detailed information to the
_ while other sections can almost be skipped [4]. The further instructions
j you to gain a better understanding of the structure of the abstract.
# the Background you should summarise, preferably in one sentence, the
i knowledge, or state-of-the-art, specifically in relation to the work being

el
In the Objectives you should state the aim of the study, and ideally include a
gatement of the study's hypothesis.

the

In the Methods you need to outline the intended approach and describe
gues used to investigate the problem (e.g. simulation, analytic models,

ype construction, etc.). As the description of the methods has to be concise,

ol the details must be omitted. Still, the reader should be given a good idea

exient of the work just in a few short sentences.

In the Results you can report any important data upon which the conclusions
) study will be based. Be specific and give numbers, if possible. Avoid vague
} suich as “small”, "most”, "some" or “significant”.

In the Implications you should state whether the results obtained are general,
Hially generalizable, or specific to a particular case. Did they support the
thesis and make it possible to attain the objectives? You may also discuss
ly the contribution of the work to the knowledge on the topic and its
wutions for associated problems, or for previous studies.

As abstracts from almost all fields of study are written in a very similar way,
ponic BOMRI might be useful for remembering the types of information

ded in a typical abstract and their conventjonal order [1: 65].
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@ most common tense used in abstracts is the Present Simple tense. It is
late facts, describe methods, make comparisons, and give results.

| This paper presents a new methodology for. ..

this paper we apply...

? consider a novel system of...

# Past Simple tense is preferred when reference is made to the author's
Jerhments, calculations, observations, etc.
g Two catalysts were examined in order to. ..

he cffect of pH was investigated by means of. ..

he data obtained were evaluated using. ..
% results of the study can be expressed in either the Present Simple tense

#sl Simple tense. It is interesting to note, however, that because abstracts
uesent the contents of the paper in fairly direct way so that to engage the

ol the reader the Present Simple tense is often used for the results or the
s, even though those implications may have been stated in the Past

i the article itself.
€g¢  We find that oxygen reduction may occur up to 20 microns from the

ke .
The most accurate readings are obtained from. ..

The hydrocarbons showed a marked increase in. ..

Ihe results can also be expressed in the Present Perfect tense [2:201-205].
Py We have obtained accurate quantitative LIF measurements. ..

This investigation has revealed that. ..

“'onsiderable insight has been gained concerning. ..
Writing an abstract involves summarizing a research paper, which

konsists of Introduction, Methods, Results and Discussion (IMRaD) sections,
Foviding as much new information as possible. Thus, the best advice is to
t these 10 steps:

I Identify the major objectives and conclusions of the research.

4 Identify phrases with keywords in the Methods section of the article.

V. Identify the major results from the Discussion or Results section of the

1. Assemble the above information into a single paragraph.
§. State the hypothesis or method used in the first sentence.
6. Omit background information, literature review, and detailed description

thods.
7. Remove extra words and phrases.
8. Revise the paragraph so that the abstract conveys only the essential

intion.
9. Check to see if it meets the guidelines of the targeted journal.

10. Give the abstract to a colleague (preferably the one who is not familiar
your work) and ask him/her whether it makes sense i31.
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Its associations creates in the readexf') mind. Ty gt the sound- ¥ j

W is not an accident: "Do you think it was just chance so that the Madam
Mave been away that night and give them young sluts the chance and call to
im Christmas in sacrilege of My son?" [1, p. 362]. Joe's name becomes, in
i fate. Thus the form of his capture: "Halliday saw him and ran up and
t him and said, 'Aint your name Christmas?' and the nigger said that it was"
.
e notes that whereas Joe refuses to deny — as he has earlier refused to
— his name, many of the major characters in the novel either want to or do
theirs. Lena's predicament and, in another sense, her strength consist in her
ged name, for the ritual of marriage is here reduced to name-change. Mrs.
f forces Lena to admit, "1 told you false. My name is not Burch yet. It's
iove" [1, p. 15]. As it happens this is just as well, for Lucas Burch has in
aime changed his to the fittingly "too easy" Joe Brown. Actually, "there
| tenson why he should have had or have needed any name at all. Nobody
"1, p. 33] . Perhaps he understood this. He concludes his note asking the
fn his reward money: "not Sined but All rigt You no who" [1, p. 413] .
wer's wife ruins her husband finally when, registered in a hotel under a
4s name as another man's wife, she commits suicide and leaves her "rightful
|1, p. 62] on a torn piece of paper in the wastebas-ket. And the Burringtons
& Iurdens as they take up their social responsibilities. It is clear throughout
socicty should insist on the right to govern the name-changes of its
#s lor names specify the identity of the individual through time and can be
d only to indicate the legitimate discontinuities of life.
dnvelists have frequently used naming as a device to root their characters in
the potential of names for creating personality by their meanings or
lions is exploited surreptitiously and expected to work unnoticed. In
's hands naming becomes an obsessive element of plot and symbolism:
and Burch are necessarily confusable, and Grimm and Christmas are
ssly meaningful. These names, in other words, contribute to the sense of
| the novel, not by assuring us that we find in it an accurate representation
il story taking place in a real town, but by disclosing the operation of a
magination that shapes everything that happens. In a related way, though
i's use of dialect and recreation of verbal thought may be exact (as far as
herner knows), they are not transparent. We notice them. Compounds like
1 she Negro® draw attention to their own verbal essence; they do not really
award the realization of an idea. Yoknapatawpha County may be a precise
ition of Lafayette County, and its inhabitants, by virtue of their appearance
Fate novels, may pretend to an independent existence; but one is never in
ol torgetting that William Faulkner is the sole owner and proprietor of this
uul that it is fictive.
h summary, the linguistic dichotomies direct us to several essential and
| aspects of Faulkner's writing: it is many-stranded, but nonsequential, and it
festly fictional. Why did Faulkner choose to pursue in his work qualities
jeal to the central tradition of the novel? Two explanations present
lves. The first is that his novels enact the belief that human life is too
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