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Nowadays, we live in the world full of different nations, cultures and 

languages. And sometimes it can be difficult for people from different countries to 

understand each other. But here arrives the solution. If you have a Google Pixel 

phone, you will soon be able to speak almost any language you like as the newly 

introduced Google’s earbuds will help you with that. In fact, they can be used not 

only to make phone calls and listen to music, but also to complete real-time 

translations of conversations between people talking different languages. 

As soon as the earbuds hear you talking, the Pixel speaker will play the 

translation into another language. On the other hand, when the other person speaks, 

you will hear the translation in your ear. This new in-ear translating machine operates 

in forty different languages, and that’s like having a personal translator that can speak 

in 1,600 different language combinations right into your ear [3]. To talk in one of the 
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supported languages, you have to use the earbuds and have the access to the Google 

Assistant and the Google Translate apps. By pressing on the earbud and saying, for 

example, “let me speak French”, you can initiate the translation of your words into 

French. The resulting translation will be played on the phone’s speakers and you will 

hear them via the earbuds. In order not to do so every time you want to make the 

translation of a single word or phrase, you can use the settings to continue translating 

into the same language unless there is a request to switch to another one. This option 

of your personal translator would be very useful if you are travelling abroad but 

staying within the same foreign country. To tell the truth, that personal translator is 

not quite your own as the actual translation is done in a Google data center, but the 

voice speaking the translated replies is processed on your phone [1]. 

These earbuds are wireless, being connected to the smartphone via Bluetooth, 

only a cable that can go behind your head joints them together. It looks like a cloth 

sting from your hoodie, and is easy to match your casual outfit. It is amazing that the 

earbuds do not have any buttons. There is a control on the right bud that allows you 

to switch between playing or pausing music, answering phone calls, changing the 

volume, or talking to Google Assistant. The earbuds come with a special case that 

can be used for four-time charging so that they are reported to play music for about 

24 hours. This invention will be available in the UK starting from the next month and 

are expected to cost £159 [2]. However, there have not been made any testing yet to 

find out whether the earbuds are comfortable to use and whether the battery can really 

run for five hours without being recharged.  

There are also some similar technologies offered by Google and used by 

millions of people. For example, the free app that has the ability to translate more 

than 100 languages is called “Google Translate” and can be downloaded from the 

iTunes store. To install any of the languages will require about 25 MB of your 

smartphone memory. The latest version of this mobile application is featured with the 

function “Tap to Translate”, which allows the user to translate the text when working 

in any Android program. All you need is select the text you would like to translate, 
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click “copy” and then “tap to translate”. The text will be directly translated into 

another language and can be inserted anywhere you like.  

Moreover, if you need to do written translations, you can use WorldPenScan X, 

which uses Bluetooth wireless connection to take scanned words, send them to your 

smartphone, and translate the text within moments. Actually, it can be used on both 

smartphones and personal computers, and is able to speak the text that is being 

scanned. Among the languages that it recognizes and can accomplish the translation 

are English, French, Spanish, German, Italian and some Oriental languages. The 

output can be saved and later edited in different formats, such as Word, Excel, 

PowerPoint, which is quite convenient indeed. The device costs $100 or so, 

depending on what online service you use to initiate the connection to start the 

scanning.  

It is obvious why the mobile translation technology is making a rapid progress 

at present. We need to tackle such issues as the reduced screen size of the mobile 

devices we apply for translation purposes, and the one-finger keyboarding, which is 

frequently the only possible way of transmitting the words to be translated into the 

hand-held devices. Today, most devices are manufactured with large screens, having 

greater resolutions and thus giving the user more visible space to deal with long texts. 

Most importantly, however, we have to take the challenge and increase the quality of 

machine translation. Even the advanced machine translation technologies fail to 

understand idioms and slang, and they must be therefore used with care, with the 

output translation being corrected by human to achieve higher accuracy. 

In this respect, Google’s new earbuds seem to be extremely practical and 

efficient, because of their ability to provide quick translation of live conversations, 

and the user can always interfere and make any corrections required. To my mind, the 

new in-ear translator is a very important invention that can bring people together in 

the future. It can solve the problem of misunderstanding between people that come 

from different countries and will probably radically change our lives one day. 
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