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Today we cannot imagine our existence without light, water and electricity, 

and it is power that makes our life so comfortable and secure. However, almost 

nobody knows how the way of producing it has been changing over the recent time. 

At present, the engineering level of power production reflects the level of the 

development of our society, the possibility of further scientific and technological 

progress, and improvement of living standards of the people. 

There are a lot of nuclear power, oil-fired plants and power transmission lines. 

Everybody enjoys using energy supplied from these facilities, but nobody knows how 

it really works and what it can do to the environment. Every day we use billions of 

kilowatt hours of energy and we do not ponder how it changes our climate and our 

world. Plenty of fossil fuels are extracted from the ground and burnt at different 

power plants, which lead to serious problems with ground surface and fertile soils 

where deep holes have been drilled, and with the atmosphere in which harmful gases 

have been released. 

A lot of power stations need oil for their operation. In the XXI century we have 

many oil drilling rigs in the oceans and sea, and every year we have accidents there. 

These accidents cause outflows of oil into the water and adversely affect the 

ecosystem and people as well. For example, the Piper Alpha disaster in the North 

Sea, UK, remains the worst offshore oil disaster in history after 167 people lost their 

lives in July 1988 [3]. 

Nuclear power plants are operated on the fission of radioactive isotopes. 

Everyday tons of radioactive substances are emitted into the atmosphere and it 

produces ozone holes in atmosphere, which in turn leads to the melting of glaciers, 

and in the future, it can lead to the extinction of all living things on the Earth. 
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 According to the latest statistics, all American nuclear power plants produce nearly 

2,000 metric tons of radioactive waste annually. We cannot throw away this waste 

into a landfill because radiation can harm living creatures and the environment. It 

takes thousands of years for plutonium and some other elements in this waste to lose 

their radioactivity. It is also expensive and risky to transport nuclear waste to its final 

destination over public roads [1].  

So, I am convinced that we must turn from nuclear power, oil and coal to 

alternative energy sources because “green” power is safer for our world [2]. It does 

not destroy the lands, do any harm to the climate, and the population can become 

more independent of government policy and politics at all. 

 

REFERENCES 

1. Lee K. The Disadvantages of Nuclear Energy. Sciencing, 24 April 2017 

[Electronic resource] / K. Lee. – Access mode: https://sciencing.com/disadvantages-

nuclear-energy-4578885.html. 

2. 8 Motivating Reasons for Choosing Green Energy. Renewable Energy, 22 

October 2014 [Electronic resource]. – Access mode: http://www.greenpower-

technology.co.uk/renewable-energy/8-motivating-reasons-choosing-green-energy/. 

3. The world's worst offshore oil rig disasters. Offshore technology, 2017 

[Electronic resource]. – Access mode: http://www.offshore-

technology.com/features/feature-the-worlds-deadliest-offshore-oil-rig-disasters-4149812/. 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 


