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From the first days of humanity’s existence, people have been trying to make 

their life easier by inventing new devices that could help them in everyday life. 

Ancient people, who had little knowledge to create something more complex than a 

stone axe, lived in cold caves, rub stones to get fire, hunted wild animals to get meat 

and fur, and consequently were subjected to all kinds of threats. Of course, that 

lifestyle didn’t contribute to the length and general comfort of life. That’s why people 

of Palaeolithic age lived not more than 22-25 years. That made people start to think 

on how to make their lives safer and more simple. These thoughts caused appearance 

of the new kinds of weapons, tools, instruments in all areas of life. Of course, the first 

steps in technological progress took hundreds of years and tons of experience. 

Wheel is considered to be one of the most important inventions of the ancient 

times. The invention of wheel was made in the Bronze Age (3500-1000 BC) and led 

to the creation of carts and ploughs, which allowed people to carry a big amount of 

food or resources over long distances, engage in agriculture etc. Creation of bow and 

arrows, which caused a revolution in combats and hunting, was also a big 

breakthrough for our ancestors.  
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So, we can make a conclusion that most inventions of the past where closely 

connected to people’s needs, like food production, trade, capturing or protection of 

territories. 

For more than 1500 years of AD there were no huge technological inventions 

because of the church restrictions and bigotry against scientific researches. Moreover, 

during the Middle Ages most of the tribes and nations had nothing to do with 

civilization at all. They were aimed only for capturing territories and killing their 

enemies. That’s why the next huge technological breakthrough that changed 

humanity’s life was made only in the XIX century. It was electricity. In 1831 Michael 

Faraday created the first power generator. In the 1870s another important invention 

was made – a lamp. Since that time people have been living in the age of electricity. 

XX century was the age of military inventions due to the First and the Second 

World Wars. People created new types of weapons, like tanks, nuclear bombs, 

military ships and planes. Of course, those were dark times for Europe but this period 

gave humanity a lot of new discoveries. Cold war (1947-1991) and arms race 

between the USA and the USSR also had a huge influence on technological and 

scientific progress of the world. First computers, nuclear warheads, rockets and space 

flights were the most important breakthroughs of the XX century. 

Since 1990s, humanity has reached the peak of technological progress. 

Nowadays, we have lots of hi-tech devices, high-speed computers, smartphones, 

which are more powerful than all of the computers created in 60-70th of the XX 

century. Artificial intelligence and robots, exoskeletons, 3-D printer, virtual reality – 

this is only a small part of inventions that people have created for the last ten years, 

and it is really impressive. 

Talking about technological breakthroughs of the future, I would like to say 

that “the future is now” and it is hard to predict what innovations will take place in 

twenty or even ten years. Today we have technologies that sounded like a science 

fiction thirty years ago. Personally, I think that inventions of the future will be just an 

improvement of the present ones, but of course it will be something new too, 

something that we cannot imagine today. 
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In conclusion, the humanity has run a huge path since ancient times till 

nowadays. And now we are standing by the edge of the new era in science and 

technologies. That’s why we must be prepared for this. So let’s study and discover 

new things to create history!  
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