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This article highlights forms of argumentation, types of arguments as well as

the role of semantics and pragmatics of computer discourse in the effective

argumentation process.

Key words: computer discourse, semantics, pragmatics, argumentation,

interaction, dialect steps and countersteps.
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- Each file contains an organized collection of records. Does that mean

that each individual record has an internal structure, too?

- No, not necessarily. I’ve already said that all records in a given file must

be of the same type. This means that each component is stored separately and can be

accessed separately. However, some files contain free-format records, and in those

cases each record simply contains a long string of text.
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- One last point: you said earlier that C was the result of a development

process. Is this development continuing? I mean, are we going to see a language

called D?

- (laughs) As you know, nothing stands still in the field of computing.

There is a language C++ which has developed from C, and its use is increasing.

Things are definitely moving to object-oriented programming.
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 [1:18]: Multimedia is a capability that can be built into products

across a variety of market segments, applications, and platforms. In the future, we’ll

find multimedia in databases, spreadsheets, document processing, e-mail, and many

other applications. It’ll become as natural to us in our business computing as it is in

our home through television and stereo systems.
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330-331].
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«Computing».
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)  «  + »:

 - David, the last time we talked about AI, you said it was concerned with

developing computer programs that perform tasks which require intelligence when

done by humans.

- Yes, exactly.
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- C was originally written to support the development of the UNIX operating

system. Is that right?

- Yes, that’s right. Dennis Ritchie designed C in the early 1970s and UNIX is

written in C.
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- Getting back  to hardware requirements, apart from the expansion boards

that you mentioned, is there anything else that’s needed?

- Yes. The machine must have interfaces for a variety of input and output

devices.
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 - Does the analyst have to supply routing and indexing data?

 - No, that’s largely automated. All the analyst needs to do is enter two items:

an IMS index transaction, which is a descriptive code often composed of the form

number, and then the customer name. The computer supplies the routing and

indexing data.
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- Can any PC owner adapt his machine for multimedia applications?

- Unfortunately, it’s not as simple as that. As far as hardware goes, the

machine must have colour, a reasonably high-resolution display – say 640 by 480

pixel resolution, plenty of  hard disk storage, and a fairly fast processor …
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- Mary, one of the impressions that business computer users have is that LANs

are only for large businesses. Are they right?

- Well, Mike, I don't agree that LANs are only for large companies. They’ re

just as useful for smaller companies, as many of them are beginning to realize.
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