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In-Class Practice Leads To Real-World Communication

In a year and half Ukraine is going to have an outstanding sport event “Euro 2012“.How can we
make our contribution to its preparation? We can do it at universities, colleges and schools
teaching our students to help tourists and football fans coming from abroad as volunteer-
translators in the streets, railway stations, airports, sport arenas, coffeehouses etc.

This paper deals with the problem of teaching students to overcome psychological barriers and
oral interaction in the process of face-to-face communication and to act in accordance with the
rules and norms of European countries. The task is how to organize the teaching/ learning/
practicing process in class so that students could be confident in using a foreign language outside
the classroom in the real world situations.

Role play and visual aids in normal classroom teaching can be used at any stage of the lesson in
introducing different topics (the map of the city, museums, stadiums, cinemas, theatres etc.) as a
part of language practice (Donahue; Fried-Both).Preliminary preparation and visual aids such as
word-cards, drawings, copies from book drawings, charts and videotapes make the task much
easier.

Role playing requires students to pretend they are someone else. They may roleplay with each
other in any interactive learning situation (Hughes).Putting them in someone else’s shoes-for
example, a tourist’s, a football fan’s or a customer’s-may give students totally new insights into
a situation. It may allow them to solve a potential problem before it becomes a real one in that
way roleplaying helps make the language used and atmosphere in the classroom more alive and
the lesson more interesting.
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